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Reynolds, John Francis. The demise of the American convention system, 1880-1911 / John F. Reynolds. p. cm. Includes bibliographical references and index. isbn-13: 978-0-521-85963-9 (hardback) isbn-10: 0-521-85963-8 (hardback) A number of scholars read and commented on earlier versions of the work given as papers or circulated as drafts. Among my San Antonio colleagues Patrick J. Kelly, in the History Department, volunteered to read some of the earliest chapters in the rough. As on most matters of importance, I have come to rely on James C. Schneider, who lent his meticulous editorial skills to the manuscript and, most especially, prodded me think about the work's broader implications. Diane B. Walz, in the College of Business, generously tutored me on the finer points of binary logistic regression as it applied to the roll call analysis. I am also much obliged to my friends in the politics network of the Social Science History Association, who were subjected to yearly updates on my progress. Philip VanderMeer read and commented on early drafts and offered encouragement. Howard L. Reiter offered much constructive criticism to the critical early drafts from the vantage point of political science. Peter H. Argersinger read the work with his usual care, helped me better hone my argument, and set me straight on some particulars. Late in the process I had the pleasure of meeting with Alan Ware, who had recently produced his own work on the direct primary but was generous to a fault in assisting me in seeing this work to fruition. I count myself fortunate in having Lewis Bateman in the editorial chair for this work, as he was for my previous book; my manuscripts will follow him wherever he goes. Susan Greenberg diligently scrubbed the text clean of ungrammatical stains and improved on the clarity. Mary E. Lennon has endured my many absences, joined in repeated discussions of the work's content and merit, and read and reread and corrected the text without ever once asking, "Aren't you done yet?" And that, I suppose, is why I married her.
